
 

I–SEARCH INDEPENDENT RESEARCH PROJECTS 

FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED STUDENTS 

 

Medieval Europe 
 
1. PARADOXES:   
 “In order to make peace, we must prepare for war.”  How does preparing for war 
 make peace?  Write an illustrated diary of a knight’s preparations for war.   
 
*2. ATTRIBUTES:    
 Medieval castles have many attributes such as towers, walls, windows, moats, 
 etc.  Cathedrals have bell towers, domes, and are shaped like Latin crosses.  
 Build a model of a castle or cathedral and label the various parts.  (No Legos or 
 kits.) 
 
3. ANALOGIES:   
 The knights of the Middle Ages had many differences and similarities to today’s 
 soldiers.  Draw a Venn Diagram showing these traits.  (armor, technology, 
 chivalry)  
 
*4. DISCREPANCIES:  
 The Black Death killed up to 1/3 of the population of Europe during the Middle 
 Ages.  This was due to overpopulation, and a lack of hygiene and medicine.  
 Create a television interview asking a peasant that experienced the Black Death 
 how they felt, what the symptoms were, and how could they have prevented the 
 illness. 
 
5. PROVOCATIVE QUESTIONS:  
 During the Crusades, European technology was inferior to the Chinese and the 
 Muslims.  It was these Crusades that “saved” Europe by bringing this 
technology  back.  Create a museum exhibit showing a number of items brought 
back by the  Crusaders. 
 
6. EXAMPLES OF CHANGE:  
 Cathedrals in the Middle Ages were all very much the same.  Make a poster of 
 an upcoming cathedral grand opening with a modern twist, such as parking lots, 
 stained glass, and bright colors. (Don’t forget the Latin cross, bell towers, and 
 baptistery.)     
 
7. EXAMPLES OF HABIT: 
 Women could not become knights because they were thought to be inferior to 
 men.  Create a play in which the men and the women switch roles.  Remember 
 that certain roles cannot be switched such as childbirth. 
 
8. ORGANIZED RANDOM SEARCH:   
 Make miniature replicas of the tools and weapons of this time period, and then 
 make an improved version of the same items.   
 
9. SKILLS OF SEARCH:    
 Research the clothing of middle ages, nobles and peasants, men and women. 
 Then do a fashion show or a slide show showing the way they might act and 
 dress. 
 
10. TOLERANCE FOR AMBIGUITY: 
 Make a riddle book based on an average English Faire Day. (Include the food, 
 entertainment, sports, and activities that typically would have been a part of the 
 English Faire Day.)  
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